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1. DEPT. HAS DISCUSSED REFTEL WITH US ATTY IN BOSTON AND 
WITH DEPT. OF JUSTICE. IT IS APPARENT THAT SOME CONFUSION 
OR MISUNDERSTANDING EXISTS BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES ON THE 
TIMING OF PAYMENT AND SETTLEMENT. DEFENSE ATTY HAS APPARENT- 
LY BEEN UNABLE TO SATISFACTORILY EXPLAIN SITUATION TO HIS 
CLIENTS. 

2. US LAW AND STANDARD COURT PROCEDURE GENERALLY REQUIRE 
THAT PAYMENT, AS EVIDENCE OF CIVIL SUIT SETTLEMENT, BE MADE 
BEFORE RPT BEFORE PLAINTIF WITHDRAWS SUIT IN COURT. THAT 

IS, OUR DEFINITION OF AN OUT OF COURT SETTLEMENT, RESULTING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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IN WITHDRAWAL OF SUIT FROM COURT, INCLUDES PAYMENT AS NECES- 
SARY CONDITION TO SETTLEMENT. THIS APPARENTLY IS CENTRAL 
POINT OF MISUNDERSTANDING. IT IS NOT A MATTER OF LEGALIZING 
A SETTLEMENT. SETTLEMENT OF A CIVIL SUIT IS REACHED BY 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. 

3. AS TO THE CRIMINAL CHARGE AGAINST THE MASTER, THE COURT 
WILL HEAR THE MASTERS PLEA AND RENDER A JUDGEMENT AT THE 
SAME TIME THAT THE US ATTY ANNOUNCES SETTLEMENT OF THE CIVIL 
SUIT AGAINST THE VESSEL AND OFFICIALLY WITHDRAWS THE CIVIL 
CHARGE. THE COURT PREFERS TO DO BOTH AT THE SAME TIME, 

AND, SINCE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES PROVIDES THAT 
THE TOTAL MONETARY PENALTY IS 425 THOUSAND DOLLARS, THE 
FINAL FIGURE IN THE CIVIL SUIT OF COURSE DEPENDS ON THE 
AMOUNT OF THE CRIMINAL JUDGEMENT. 

4. THE DEPT. AND THE US ATTY THEREFORE PROPOSE THAT THE 
DEFENSE ATTY AND HIS CLIENTS ARRANGE WITH THE US ATTY TO 
MEET IN COURT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH CASH OR CERTIFIED 
CHECK IN HAND TO CONDUCT THE ABOVE PROCEDURE. THE US 
ATTY WILL NOT REQUIRE PAYMENT IN ADVANCE OF THE COURT 
APPEARANCE, BUT PAYMENT MUST BE MADE AT THE TIME OF THE 
COURT APPEARANCE. 

5. THE US IS AT LEAST AS ANXIOUS AS THE GOB TO CONCLUDE 
THIS CASE AND RETURN THE SHIP TO SEA, AND DOES NOT FEEL 
THAT ANY DELAYS HAVE BEEN INTERPOSED BY THE US. (IT SHOULD 
BE NOTED THAT APPLICABLE LAW AND PROCEDURE IN THIS CASE 
IS US, NOT BULGARIAN.) THE US SINCERELY REGRETS, HOWEVER, 

ANY MISUNDERSTANDING WHICH MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO DELAY. 

6. THIS INFO HAS BEEN PASSED TODAY TO EMBOFF OF BULGARIAN 
EMBASSY HERE IN HOPES OF RAPID SETTLEMENT. FYI THE JUDGE 
IN THIS CASE GOES ON VACATION THIS WEEKEND AND IT MIGHT 
BE QUITE DIFFICULT TO GET CASE ASSIGNED TO ANOTHER JUDGE. 

WE HAVE ADVISED EMBOFF OF THIS AND SUGGESTED HE PUSH FOR 
COURT APPEARANCE AS RECOMMENDED ABOVE. KISSINGER 
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